CLAIMS 




\ 



Appara\:us for receiving and securing an end 



*^/f5 segment of a line,\the end segment having an outer 



^ diameter, the apparauv^ comprising a receptacle including a 



:hamber bound by a subsrvantially continuous sidewall 



\^ defining an inner diameter\that is substantially equal to 

TV \ 

Y)fL^ the outer diameter of the end\segment and extensions 

extending into the chamber for impinging against the end 



segment , 



2. Apparatus of claim 1, the chamber having a 



length, wherein the /extensions are positioned at spaced 
intervals along sut/stantially the entire length of the 
chamber . 



3. Apparaftuk of/^laim 1, wherein the extensions are 
directed away from an open end of the receptacle which 
leads to the chamber, 



0^ 



\ 



^jw' 4 . Apparatus o 

supports means for en 




im 1, wherein the receptacle 
ann supporting a lure. 
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7. Apparatus for coupling a first end segment of a 
first line Aaving an outer diameter and a second end 
segment of a \second line having an outer diameter, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a body including a first receptacle for receiving 
and securing o\e of the first and second end segments 
and an opposing \eceptacle for receiving and securing 
the other of the first and second end segments; 



the first rfeceptac 



le ird: 



bound by a sub/tantial\y continuous sidewall defining 



iiamJt 



luding a first /chamber 



7 

:ially eq 



an inner diamdter that iV substantially equal to the 

he fj^st and second end 



outer diameter of the one\pf 

/ , 



segments and first extensions extending into the first 

\ / \ 

chamber for impinging/againsfcx the one of the first and 



second end segments; and 



the second receptacle including a second chamber 




bound by a substantially continuous\ sidewall defining 

\ 

an inner diameter that is substantially equal to the 

\ 

outer diameter of the other of the fipst and second 

\ 

end segments and second extensions extending into the 




seconcN^amber for impinging against the other of the 
first and second end segments. 

\ 

8. Apparatus of claim 1, the first chamber including 
\ 

a length, wherein the first extensions extend into the 



first chamber at spaced intervals along substantially the 
entire length of the f^rs.fe--chaitiber , 



9. Apparatus /of clao^ 7^the\second ch'amber 
including a length, : wherein l^toe second exlrensions extend 
into the second chamber at s.pacted\>ate^als along 

/ \ 

ritire length <yt 



substantially the erit 




ngth cyt the second chamber. 




10. Apparatus of claim 7, whereiii the first 
extensions are directed away from an ope^ end of the first 
receptacle which leads to the first chamber. 



11. Apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second 
extensions are directed away from an open end ofVthe second 
receptacle which leads to the second chamber. 
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12, Ap^^aratus for receiving and securing an end 
segment of a ^ine, the end segment having an outer 
diameter, the apparatus comprising: 



4A 



g \ 

m 



^0" 



a recepta^cle including a chamber bound by a 
substantially c^|itinuous sidewall defining an inner 
diameter; 




\ 



the receptacle deformable between shortened and 



lengthened conditions/ the inner diameter ^toeing 

/ \ \ 

greater than the ouuer di\ametpr\of the end segment m 

/ \ / \ / 

the shortened condi/tion of\bhe r^ceRtacle and at least 

substantially equal to the/ontfe^^'^ameter of the end 

segment in the lengthened' condition of the receptacle; 



and 



a biasing element supported by the receptacle for 

\ 

biasing the receptacle into the lengthened condition. 



13. Apparatus of claim 12, wherein the\biasing 
element is integral with the receptacle. 
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14. XpP^^^tus of claim 12, wherein the receptacle 
supports extensions extending into the chamber for 
impinging agaamst the end segment. 



15. Apparatias of claim 14, the chamber including a 
length, wherein theXextensions extend into the chamber at 



spaced intervals along, substantially the entire length of 



the chamber. 




16, Apparatus of claim\14, wh 



sre the/extensions a 



directed away from an open enc^s^ofy^tft^^^^r^ which 
leads to the chamber. 




17. Apparatus of claim 12, wheVein the receptacle 
supports means for engaging a lure. 




18. Apparatus of claim 17, wherein the means for 



engaging comprises a line, 



19. Apparatus of claim 17, wherein the 
engaging comprises a coupler. 




for 
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20. \^paratus for coupling a first end segment of a 
first line and a second end segment of a second line, the 
first and second end segments each having an outer 
diameter, the apparatus comprising: 

^ ^ a body including a first receptacle for receiving 



□ 




and securing one\of the first and second end segments 
and an opposing receptacle for receiving and securing 
the other of the fir^st and second end segments; 



^ the first receptacle including: 

5 /■ 

m a first ch'amber bound pyv a substantially 



cnamber bound pyv a sujs' 

I \ /^-^ 

idewall defini/ng an mn 




continuous sidewall defini/ng an inner diameter, 



^ the first receptacle deformable between a 



shortened condition and a lengthened condition, 
the inner diameter of the f irsX^eceptacle being 
greater than the outer diameter o'f the one of the 

\ 

first and second end segments in the shortened 

\ 

condition of the first receptacle and at least 

\ 

substantially equal to the outer diam^er of the 
one of the first and second end segments in the 
lengthened condition of the first recepta^e, and 
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:ir5t 



a firfet biasing element supported by the 
first receptacle for biasing the first receptacle 
into the lengthened condition; and 

the second receptacle including: 




a second chamber bound by a substantially 
\ 

continuous sidewal]\ defining an inner diameter. 



the second ^receptacle Jde^orma^ a 
shortened condition and\a /ifengthenad condition, 
the inner diameter of th|^econd receptacle being 
greater than the outer diameter of the other of 
the first and secoi^^^^nd segments in the 
shortened condition of the second receptacle and 
at least substantially equal tcNthe outer 
diameter of the other of the first^nd second end 
segments in the lengthened condition of the 
second receptacle, and 




a second biasing element supported \by the 
second receptacle for biasing the second \ 
receptacle into the lengthened condition. 
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21. App^atus of claim 20, wherein the first biasing 
element is integral with the first receptacle. 



22. Apparatus of claim 20, wherein the first 
receptacle supportsVf irst extensions extending into the 
first chamber for im{>linging against the one of the first 
and second end segments 



23. Apparatus of cl^iin 22,^ the first chamber 
including a length, whereM the fii;^ extension^extend 
into the first chamber at spaced intervals along 

\ A / 

substantially the entire length of /tfee f irs^^ chamber . 



24. Apparatus of 'claim 22, xwherein the first 

A 

extensions are directed saway from an open end of the first 




\ 

receptacle which leads to tfi^ first chamber. 




25. Apparatus of claim 20, whereinVbhe second biasing 
element is integral with the second receptacle. 




26. Apparatus of claim 20, wherein the second 



V 



receptacle supports extensions extending into the second 
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chamber for impinging against the other of the first and 
second end segments. 



27, Apparatus of claim 26, the second chamber 
including a length, \^her^in the extensions extend into the 



second chamber at spaVed intervals along substantially the 



entire length of the sec 




er , 



28. Apparatus yclaim wherein the extensions are 

directed away from an open end (^f the second receptacle 
which leads to the second chamber. 




ipparatus 



mgth of line having opposing ends; 

a recentacle supported by one of the opposing 
ends for rece\ving and securing an end segment of a 
fishing line, fi^e end segment having an outer 
diameter; 



the receptacle i^ncluding a chamber bound by a 
substantially continuous .sidewall defining an/inner 
diameter that is substantially e(Aa*l to the/ outer 
diameter of the end segment and/exteiiaa?ons extending 

i \ / 

into the chamber for impinging/ against the end 
segment. 



30, Apparatus of claim 29, the charter having a 
length, wherein the extensions are positioned at spaced 

ire length of the 




intervals along substantially the ent 
chamber . 



31, Apparatus of claim 29, wherein the extensions are 




directed away from an open end of the receptacle whfch 

\ 



leads to the chamber. 
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0^ 



paratus comprising: 



a le\gth of line having opposing ends; 



a receptacle supported by one of the opposing 




ends for receivr^ng and securing an end segment of a 
fishing line, th^end^^^^^!^^ having an outer 
diameter; / \ / 




the receptacle incMlud^g a ^^amber bound by a 
substantially 'continuous \idewall defining an inner 

I \ 

diameter; \\ I \ 

i Jh the receptacle deformable x^between shortened and 
lengthened conditions, the inner Miameter being 
greater than the outer diameter of^the end segment in 
the shortened condition of the recept^acle and at least 



substantially equal to the outer diamet>^ of the end 
segment in the lengthened condition of the receptacle; 
and 




a biasing element supported by the recepuacle for 
biasing the receptacle into the lengthened cond^ion. 
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33. Apparatus of claim 32, wherein the biasing 
element is integral with the receptacle. 



34. Apparatus of claim 32, wherein the receptacle 
supports extensions ^extending into the chamber for 
impinging against the end segment. 



35. Apparatus pf clam 3 
length, wherein the (extension^' 
spaced intervals along substano^ 
the chamber. 




eluding 
into yt^he chamber 
entire length 




36. Apparatus of claim 34, wherelsji the extensions 
directed away from an open end of the receptacle which 
leads to the chamber. 
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